
Learn the art of wildlife filmmaking in South Africa. This intensive one-
month course offers lectures by industry professionals and includes a 
month in a game reserve, with each student producing their own unique 
three-minute film. 
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Since the Wildlife Film Academy has relocated to Entabeni Private Game 
Reserve, which covers 23 000 Ha of bush in the Waterberg Escarpment, 
students have been so impressed with the abundance of wildlife which 
makes their filmmaking that much easier!  
If you are interested in learning how to make your very own wildlife film, 
book now on one of our upcoming courses. Please note that to maximise 
the experience that students gain from attending the course, each course 
is limited to 10 students.  
 
Course dates for 2010 are:  
18 March - 17 April - Fully Booked 
24 April - 24 May  
16 July - 15 August  
14 September - 14 October  
14 October - 13 November   

COURSES RUNNING IN 2010 - BOOK NOW 

The 33rd IWFF (International Wildlife Film Festival), runs from 8 – 15 May 
2010, in Missoula, Montana, US, and has a limited number of volunteer 
positions available.   For information or to apply, please email a short 
resume or bio and cover letter to iwff@wildlifefilms.org 
. 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO WORK AT FILM FESTIVAL 

 

The Bushcamp Company and Mfuwe lodge, in Zambia are looking for an 
intern who is interested in filming and editing in the bush for three 
months, with a possible extension. Flights and full board will be covered 
in return for going out on drives, filming wildlife as well as the camps, and 
then being able to edit little marketing snippets. If you are interested 
please email Andy Hogg, andy@bushcampcompany.com 

 
Every year there is a group of elephants who parade through the lodge to 
eat the fruit of the Wild Mango tree, which is situated close to the 
reception area. The sight of elephants walking through the lodge is 
amazing and a sight you will remember for many years.   We can’t 
guarantee that the elephants will come through the lodge when you are 
there, but there’s always that chance!  
  

LOOKING FOR AN INTERN 

Janet van Eeden is a scriptwriter lecturer, read below her experience of 
the Academy.  
“As I get into the bus, which will take me to the Wildlife Film Academy, 
the radio is playing my favourite song, Human by The Killers.   ‘Are we 
human? Or are we dancer? My sign is vital. My hands are cold. And I’m 
on my knees looking for the answer – are we human? Or are we dancer?’ 
  
I’m here to give two days’  of lectures to the Wildlife Film Academy 
students who have come to make their own short documentary wildlife 
film.   My brief is to talk about turning a documentary into a story, using 
my experience writing the feature film script White Lion, a story based on 
the exploits of a real white lion.  

Students have come from all over the world to spend a month at the 
camp. They are given lectures by a series of experts in each aspect of 
filmmaking from scriptwriting, to editing, to camera expertise amongst 
others.  

The first course started in February 2006 and since then the Academy 
has trained 220 students in wildlife filmmaking. It has recently relocated 
to Entabeni, a Private Game Reserve, on the eastern end of the 
Waterberg Escarpment, a three hour drive from Johannesburg (OR 
Tambo) airport, and students get to stay in the bush for a full month!  

The Wildlife Film Academy gives students from around the world the 
opportunity to live their dream by spending time in the African bush to 
learn how to produce their own 3 minute wildlife film.Students are given a 
variety of skills essential to making original wildlife films. The month is 
divided into three parts which includes theory-based lectures, filming in 
the game reserve and finally, post-production and editing.  

The group of students is a motley collection from around Europe and 
South Africa. There’s Marilleke, an astrophysicist, who has been 
backpacking around the world and wants to explore her dream of 
becoming a wildlife filmmaker. Then there is Noa from Italy, whose love of 
wildlife reduces her to tears. Suzanne is a talented Dutch journalist. 
Catherine is a British student so moved by the story of elephant culling 
that she came to Africa to find out more. Rounding out the party are 
South Africans William,Gert and Sithembiso. All are avidly keen to 
become filmmakers.     

My two days are sunrise to sunset lecturing. The women can’t decide on 
a topic but the men are assured of their subject matter early on.  It’s hard 
work all round but the sense of enjoyment is palpable, inspired by the 
proximity of the African bushveld.  

Soon my time is up but not before the students decide to give me an 
impromptu farewell party. Gert and William produce guitars which they 
play with great skill. The rest of us form percussion bands using 
everything at hand. Suzanne is the conductor of the less rhythmic 
members of the choir. I haven’t laughed so much in years. 

In the morning the students wave goodbye fondly as they leave for their 
first bush drive and I begin the trek back to the city. After the course, I 
got to watch their films and I was moved by the beauty of some of the 
films they’ve made. I take heart in the fact that the students have learnt 
skills during their month at the Wildlife Film Academy to prove we are 
more than human. They, like dancers, have created works of beauty.  

V i s i t  J a n e t  v a n  E e d e n ’s  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
scriptwriting http://www.janetvaneeden.com/ 

  

UPDATE FROM ONE OF THE COURSE LECTURERS 

 

 

If you are wondering what films have been made by our students.  
W o n d e r  n o  m o r e !   J u s t  c l i c k  o n t o   
http://www.wildlifefilmacademy.com/videos.php to view the past f i lms 
made at the Academy.  Feel free to send us your comments on each film 
you watch and we will post them up on our website for everyone to read. 
  

FILMS MADE BY PAST WILDLIFE FILM ACADEMY STUDENTS 

  

Calling all past students, here’s a change to enter a film competition. 

Eco-Comedy Video Competition Spring 2010, sponsored by the 
Center for Environmental Filmmaking, Friends of the Earth, Mill 
Reef Productions, and EcoSense. Winner walks away with $1,000 
Prize! 

The contest is open to anyone who prepares a short, funny video for 
YouTube which communicates a clear message that strongly motivates a 
specific behavior change (for example, driving a fuel efficient car, turning 
down thermostats, or donating to a conservation cause). 

Submissions must: 

l Be humorous! 

l Address a critical environmental issue 

l Be an original production 

l Reach a broad audience beyond just environmentalists 

l Be less than 4 minutes  

Submissions are due by March 1, 2010. Submissions that are not 
received by March 1, 2010 will not be judged. The winner will be 
announced at American University on Tuesday, March 23 at the DC 
Environmental Film Festival. For more information regarding submission 
guidelines and contest rules, visit: http://www.environmentalfilm.org/, any 
questions may be addressed to Chris Palmer at palmer@american.edu. 

  

The Road Junky Travel Film Festival is offering 1500 euros in 
prizes for five minute films that change the way we see the world. 

Categories: 

•  Personal Narratives: Journeys, pilgrimages, individual trips with a focus 
on discovery and inner change. 
  

•  Windows Into Worlds: Documentaries that give us a      glimpse of 
another culture normally hidden to us. 

•  Dream Trips: Abstract montages of imagery and music    that   invoke 
the spirit of a destination. 

20 films will be shown in each category over the three nights and the 
entire screening will be streamed live over the internet to a worldwide 
audience who will comment and vote on the winners. 

Berlin is at the heart of the alternative arts scene in Europe and the Road 
Junky Film Festival provides a physical form for travellers and filmmakers 
to come together and share their vision of the world. 

In the forthcoming age of citizen journalism, the future of media is us. For 
the people, by the people, of the people. To learn more about the festival 
and submission guidelines visit: 

http://www.roadjunkyfilms.com/ Entries are free and the deadline is April 
10, 2010 

   

ENTER FILM COMPETITIONS 

 

Read about Noa Köfler's success story. Having grown in up the 
magnificent nature of South Tyrol and having travelled to and lived in 
many parts of the world, Noa has, for as long as she can remember had 
a passion for wildlife. The last three years she has been visiting South 
Africa to live this passion. After completing the course, she attended the 
Wild Talk Africa Festival and had the chance encounter of meetingJohan 
Vermeulen a fellow past student of the Academy. Now Noa is living the 
dream, filming together with Johan in the Kalahari desert. 

For me the Wildlife Film Academy offered an inspiring course. Having a 
background in Graphic Design I now have found how to combine my 
creative spirit with my profound passion for wildlife. The course gave me 
an insight into the wildlife filming world and I enjoyed all the aspects of it 
from scriptwriting, camera work, sound recording all the way up to post 
production. 
I had decided to combine my Wildlife Film Academy training with 
attending the Wild Talk Film Festival in Durban straight after. This was a 
great opportunity for meeting people in this business and for some 
serious networking. It put some of the training of the Academy in real 
perspective. 
  

During Wild Talk Africa I met Johan Vermeulen, an ex-Wildlife Film 
Academy student himself. He had just won a Roscar Award for his 
documentary on the life of ground squirrels titled 'A Kalahari Tail'. I stayed 
in touch with him and since the beginning of this year he offered me the 
opportunity to assist him for a couple of months during the filming of his 
new documentary about the African Wild Cat in the Kalahari. 
  

Currently I am working with Johan and I am learning a lot. I'm amazed by 
the beauty of the Kalahari, but at the same time I am also confronted 
with the frustrating sides of filming wildlife, and I have had to learn to 
accept nature's sometimes harsh reality. I had to deal with the fact that 
outsiders often consider it cruel to film the struggle for life. 
But they do not seem to understand that this is a struggle that we have 
no business interfering with. 
I'm enjoying my life in the Kalahari. Waking up each morning and never 
knowing what nature has on today's planning makes life all the more 
exciting. 
  

QUOTE FROM PAST STUDENTS
 

 

 
Brought to Cape Town by NHU AFRICA, the prestigious Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year 2009 is currently being exhibited from now until 
13 March 2010 at the Iziko South African  museum. 
Every year London’s Natural  History Museum and BBC Wildlife 
Magazine begin a global search for the most outstanding creative visions 
of nature which capture the diversity and beauty of the natural 
world. Enter the 2010 competition by visiting www.nhm.ac.uk/wildphoto - 

deadline is 5 March 2010.  

  

  

 OUTSTANDING WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
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Thank you to our sponsors NFVF (National Film Video 
Foundation)

NHU AFRICA (Natural History Unit of Africa)
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Learn the art of wildlife filmmaking in South Africa. This intensive one-
month course offers lectures by industry professionals and includes a 
month in a game reserve, with each student producing their own unique 
three-minute film. 
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Since the Wildlife Film Academy has relocated to Entabeni Private Game 
Reserve, which covers 23 000 Ha of bush in the Waterberg Escarpment, 
students have been so impressed with the abundance of wildlife which 
makes their filmmaking that much easier!  
If you are interested in learning how to make your very own wildlife film, 
book now on one of our upcoming courses. Please note that to maximise 
the experience that students gain from attending the course, each course 
is limited to 10 students.  
 
Course dates for 2010 are:  
18 March - 17 April - Fully Booked 
24 April - 24 May  
16 July - 15 August  
14 September - 14 October  
14 October - 13 November   

COURSES RUNNING IN 2010 - BOOK NOW 

The 33rd IWFF (International Wildlife Film Festival), runs from 8 – 15 May 
2010, in Missoula, Montana, US, and has a limited number of volunteer 
positions available.   For information or to apply, please email a short 
resume or bio and cover letter to iwff@wildlifefilms.org 
. 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO WORK AT FILM FESTIVAL 

 

The Bushcamp Company and Mfuwe lodge, in Zambia are looking for an 
intern who is interested in filming and editing in the bush for three 
months, with a possible extension. Flights and full board will be covered 
in return for going out on drives, filming wildlife as well as the camps, and 
then being able to edit little marketing snippets. If you are interested 
please email Andy Hogg, andy@bushcampcompany.com 

 
Every year there is a group of elephants who parade through the lodge to 
eat the fruit of the Wild Mango tree, which is situated close to the 
reception area. The sight of elephants walking through the lodge is 
amazing and a sight you will remember for many years.   We can’t 
guarantee that the elephants will come through the lodge when you are 
there, but there’s always that chance!  
  

LOOKING FOR AN INTERN 

Janet van Eeden is a scriptwriter lecturer, read below her experience of 
the Academy.  
“As I get into the bus, which will take me to the Wildlife Film Academy, 
the radio is playing my favourite song, Human by The Killers.   ‘Are we 
human? Or are we dancer? My sign is vital. My hands are cold. And I’m 
on my knees looking for the answer – are we human? Or are we dancer?’ 
  
I’m here to give two days’  of lectures to the Wildlife Film Academy 
students who have come to make their own short documentary wildlife 
film.   My brief is to talk about turning a documentary into a story, using 
my experience writing the feature film script White Lion, a story based on 
the exploits of a real white lion.  

Students have come from all over the world to spend a month at the 
camp. They are given lectures by a series of experts in each aspect of 
filmmaking from scriptwriting, to editing, to camera expertise amongst 
others.  

The first course started in February 2006 and since then the Academy 
has trained 220 students in wildlife filmmaking. It has recently relocated 
to Entabeni, a Private Game Reserve, on the eastern end of the 
Waterberg Escarpment, a three hour drive from Johannesburg (OR 
Tambo) airport, and students get to stay in the bush for a full month!  

The Wildlife Film Academy gives students from around the world the 
opportunity to live their dream by spending time in the African bush to 
learn how to produce their own 3 minute wildlife film.Students are given a 
variety of skills essential to making original wildlife films. The month is 
divided into three parts which includes theory-based lectures, filming in 
the game reserve and finally, post-production and editing.  

The group of students is a motley collection from around Europe and 
South Africa. There’s Marilleke, an astrophysicist, who has been 
backpacking around the world and wants to explore her dream of 
becoming a wildlife filmmaker. Then there is Noa from Italy, whose love of 
wildlife reduces her to tears. Suzanne is a talented Dutch journalist. 
Catherine is a British student so moved by the story of elephant culling 
that she came to Africa to find out more. Rounding out the party are 
South Africans William,Gert and Sithembiso. All are avidly keen to 
become filmmakers.     

My two days are sunrise to sunset lecturing. The women can’t decide on 
a topic but the men are assured of their subject matter early on.  It’s hard 
work all round but the sense of enjoyment is palpable, inspired by the 
proximity of the African bushveld.  

Soon my time is up but not before the students decide to give me an 
impromptu farewell party. Gert and William produce guitars which they 
play with great skill. The rest of us form percussion bands using 
everything at hand. Suzanne is the conductor of the less rhythmic 
members of the choir. I haven’t laughed so much in years. 

In the morning the students wave goodbye fondly as they leave for their 
first bush drive and I begin the trek back to the city. After the course, I 
got to watch their films and I was moved by the beauty of some of the 
films they’ve made. I take heart in the fact that the students have learnt 
skills during their month at the Wildlife Film Academy to prove we are 
more than human. They, like dancers, have created works of beauty.  

V i s i t  J a n e t  v a n  E e d e n ’s  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
scriptwriting http://www.janetvaneeden.com/ 

  

UPDATE FROM ONE OF THE COURSE LECTURERS 

 

 

If you are wondering what films have been made by our students.  
W o n d e r  n o  m o r e !   J u s t  c l i c k  o n t o   
http://www.wildlifefilmacademy.com/videos.php to view the past f i lms 
made at the Academy.  Feel free to send us your comments on each film 
you watch and we will post them up on our website for everyone to read. 
  

FILMS MADE BY PAST WILDLIFE FILM ACADEMY STUDENTS 

  

Calling all past students, here’s a change to enter a film competition. 

Eco-Comedy Video Competition Spring 2010, sponsored by the 
Center for Environmental Filmmaking, Friends of the Earth, Mill 
Reef Productions, and EcoSense. Winner walks away with $1,000 
Prize! 

The contest is open to anyone who prepares a short, funny video for 
YouTube which communicates a clear message that strongly motivates a 
specific behavior change (for example, driving a fuel efficient car, turning 
down thermostats, or donating to a conservation cause). 

Submissions must: 

l Be humorous! 

l Address a critical environmental issue 

l Be an original production 

l Reach a broad audience beyond just environmentalists 

l Be less than 4 minutes  

Submissions are due by March 1, 2010. Submissions that are not 
received by March 1, 2010 will not be judged. The winner will be 
announced at American University on Tuesday, March 23 at the DC 
Environmental Film Festival. For more information regarding submission 
guidelines and contest rules, visit: http://www.environmentalfilm.org/, any 
questions may be addressed to Chris Palmer at palmer@american.edu. 

  

The Road Junky Travel Film Festival is offering 1500 euros in 
prizes for five minute films that change the way we see the world. 

Categories: 

•  Personal Narratives: Journeys, pilgrimages, individual trips with a focus 
on discovery and inner change. 
  

•  Windows Into Worlds: Documentaries that give us a      glimpse of 
another culture normally hidden to us. 

•  Dream Trips: Abstract montages of imagery and music    that   invoke 
the spirit of a destination. 

20 films will be shown in each category over the three nights and the 
entire screening will be streamed live over the internet to a worldwide 
audience who will comment and vote on the winners. 

Berlin is at the heart of the alternative arts scene in Europe and the Road 
Junky Film Festival provides a physical form for travellers and filmmakers 
to come together and share their vision of the world. 

In the forthcoming age of citizen journalism, the future of media is us. For 
the people, by the people, of the people. To learn more about the festival 
and submission guidelines visit: 

http://www.roadjunkyfilms.com/ Entries are free and the deadline is April 
10, 2010 

   

ENTER FILM COMPETITIONS 

 

Read about Noa Köfler's success story. Having grown in up the 
magnificent nature of South Tyrol and having travelled to and lived in 
many parts of the world, Noa has, for as long as she can remember had 
a passion for wildlife. The last three years she has been visiting South 
Africa to live this passion. After completing the course, she attended the 
Wild Talk Africa Festival and had the chance encounter of meetingJohan 
Vermeulen a fellow past student of the Academy. Now Noa is living the 
dream, filming together with Johan in the Kalahari desert. 

For me the Wildlife Film Academy offered an inspiring course. Having a 
background in Graphic Design I now have found how to combine my 
creative spirit with my profound passion for wildlife. The course gave me 
an insight into the wildlife filming world and I enjoyed all the aspects of it 
from scriptwriting, camera work, sound recording all the way up to post 
production. 
I had decided to combine my Wildlife Film Academy training with 
attending the Wild Talk Film Festival in Durban straight after. This was a 
great opportunity for meeting people in this business and for some 
serious networking. It put some of the training of the Academy in real 
perspective. 
  

During Wild Talk Africa I met Johan Vermeulen, an ex-Wildlife Film 
Academy student himself. He had just won a Roscar Award for his 
documentary on the life of ground squirrels titled 'A Kalahari Tail'. I stayed 
in touch with him and since the beginning of this year he offered me the 
opportunity to assist him for a couple of months during the filming of his 
new documentary about the African Wild Cat in the Kalahari. 
  

Currently I am working with Johan and I am learning a lot. I'm amazed by 
the beauty of the Kalahari, but at the same time I am also confronted 
with the frustrating sides of filming wildlife, and I have had to learn to 
accept nature's sometimes harsh reality. I had to deal with the fact that 
outsiders often consider it cruel to film the struggle for life. 
But they do not seem to understand that this is a struggle that we have 
no business interfering with. 
I'm enjoying my life in the Kalahari. Waking up each morning and never 
knowing what nature has on today's planning makes life all the more 
exciting. 
  

QUOTE FROM PAST STUDENTS
 

 

 
Brought to Cape Town by NHU AFRICA, the prestigious Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year 2009 is currently being exhibited from now until 
13 March 2010 at the Iziko South African  museum. 
Every year London’s Natural  History Museum and BBC Wildlife 
Magazine begin a global search for the most outstanding creative visions 
of nature which capture the diversity and beauty of the natural 
world. Enter the 2010 competition by visiting www.nhm.ac.uk/wildphoto - 

deadline is 5 March 2010.  
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Learn the art of wildlife filmmaking in South Africa. This intensive one-
month course offers lectures by industry professionals and includes a 
month in a game reserve, with each student producing their own unique 
three-minute film. 
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Since the Wildlife Film Academy has relocated to Entabeni Private Game 
Reserve, which covers 23 000 Ha of bush in the Waterberg Escarpment, 
students have been so impressed with the abundance of wildlife which 
makes their filmmaking that much easier!  
If you are interested in learning how to make your very own wildlife film, 
book now on one of our upcoming courses. Please note that to maximise 
the experience that students gain from attending the course, each course 
is limited to 10 students.  
 
Course dates for 2010 are:  
18 March - 17 April - Fully Booked 
24 April - 24 May  
16 July - 15 August  
14 September - 14 October  
14 October - 13 November   

COURSES RUNNING IN 2010 - BOOK NOW 

The 33rd IWFF (International Wildlife Film Festival), runs from 8 – 15 May 
2010, in Missoula, Montana, US, and has a limited number of volunteer 
positions available.   For information or to apply, please email a short 
resume or bio and cover letter to iwff@wildlifefilms.org 
. 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO WORK AT FILM FESTIVAL 

 

The Bushcamp Company and Mfuwe lodge, in Zambia are looking for an 
intern who is interested in filming and editing in the bush for three 
months, with a possible extension. Flights and full board will be covered 
in return for going out on drives, filming wildlife as well as the camps, and 
then being able to edit little marketing snippets. If you are interested 
please email Andy Hogg, andy@bushcampcompany.com 

 
Every year there is a group of elephants who parade through the lodge to 
eat the fruit of the Wild Mango tree, which is situated close to the 
reception area. The sight of elephants walking through the lodge is 
amazing and a sight you will remember for many years.   We can’t 
guarantee that the elephants will come through the lodge when you are 
there, but there’s always that chance!  
  

LOOKING FOR AN INTERN 

Janet van Eeden is a scriptwriter lecturer, read below her experience of 
the Academy.  
“As I get into the bus, which will take me to the Wildlife Film Academy, 
the radio is playing my favourite song, Human by The Killers.   ‘Are we 
human? Or are we dancer? My sign is vital. My hands are cold. And I’m 
on my knees looking for the answer – are we human? Or are we dancer?’ 
  
I’m here to give two days’  of lectures to the Wildlife Film Academy 
students who have come to make their own short documentary wildlife 
film.   My brief is to talk about turning a documentary into a story, using 
my experience writing the feature film script White Lion, a story based on 
the exploits of a real white lion.  

Students have come from all over the world to spend a month at the 
camp. They are given lectures by a series of experts in each aspect of 
filmmaking from scriptwriting, to editing, to camera expertise amongst 
others.  

The first course started in February 2006 and since then the Academy 
has trained 220 students in wildlife filmmaking. It has recently relocated 
to Entabeni, a Private Game Reserve, on the eastern end of the 
Waterberg Escarpment, a three hour drive from Johannesburg (OR 
Tambo) airport, and students get to stay in the bush for a full month!  

The Wildlife Film Academy gives students from around the world the 
opportunity to live their dream by spending time in the African bush to 
learn how to produce their own 3 minute wildlife film.Students are given a 
variety of skills essential to making original wildlife films. The month is 
divided into three parts which includes theory-based lectures, filming in 
the game reserve and finally, post-production and editing.  

The group of students is a motley collection from around Europe and 
South Africa. There’s Marilleke, an astrophysicist, who has been 
backpacking around the world and wants to explore her dream of 
becoming a wildlife filmmaker. Then there is Noa from Italy, whose love of 
wildlife reduces her to tears. Suzanne is a talented Dutch journalist. 
Catherine is a British student so moved by the story of elephant culling 
that she came to Africa to find out more. Rounding out the party are 
South Africans William,Gert and Sithembiso. All are avidly keen to 
become filmmakers.     

My two days are sunrise to sunset lecturing. The women can’t decide on 
a topic but the men are assured of their subject matter early on.  It’s hard 
work all round but the sense of enjoyment is palpable, inspired by the 
proximity of the African bushveld.  

Soon my time is up but not before the students decide to give me an 
impromptu farewell party. Gert and William produce guitars which they 
play with great skill. The rest of us form percussion bands using 
everything at hand. Suzanne is the conductor of the less rhythmic 
members of the choir. I haven’t laughed so much in years. 

In the morning the students wave goodbye fondly as they leave for their 
first bush drive and I begin the trek back to the city. After the course, I 
got to watch their films and I was moved by the beauty of some of the 
films they’ve made. I take heart in the fact that the students have learnt 
skills during their month at the Wildlife Film Academy to prove we are 
more than human. They, like dancers, have created works of beauty.  

V i s i t  J a n e t  v a n  E e d e n ’s  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
scriptwriting http://www.janetvaneeden.com/ 

  

UPDATE FROM ONE OF THE COURSE LECTURERS 

 

 

If you are wondering what films have been made by our students.  
W o n d e r  n o  m o r e !   J u s t  c l i c k  o n t o   
http://www.wildlifefilmacademy.com/videos.php to view the past f i lms 
made at the Academy.  Feel free to send us your comments on each film 
you watch and we will post them up on our website for everyone to read. 
  

FILMS MADE BY PAST WILDLIFE FILM ACADEMY STUDENTS 

  

Calling all past students, here’s a change to enter a film competition. 

Eco-Comedy Video Competition Spring 2010, sponsored by the 
Center for Environmental Filmmaking, Friends of the Earth, Mill 
Reef Productions, and EcoSense. Winner walks away with $1,000 
Prize! 

The contest is open to anyone who prepares a short, funny video for 
YouTube which communicates a clear message that strongly motivates a 
specific behavior change (for example, driving a fuel efficient car, turning 
down thermostats, or donating to a conservation cause). 

Submissions must: 

l Be humorous! 

l Address a critical environmental issue 

l Be an original production 

l Reach a broad audience beyond just environmentalists 

l Be less than 4 minutes  

Submissions are due by March 1, 2010. Submissions that are not 
received by March 1, 2010 will not be judged. The winner will be 
announced at American University on Tuesday, March 23 at the DC 
Environmental Film Festival. For more information regarding submission 
guidelines and contest rules, visit: http://www.environmentalfilm.org/, any 
questions may be addressed to Chris Palmer at palmer@american.edu. 

  

The Road Junky Travel Film Festival is offering 1500 euros in 
prizes for five minute films that change the way we see the world. 

Categories: 

•  Personal Narratives: Journeys, pilgrimages, individual trips with a focus 
on discovery and inner change. 
  

•  Windows Into Worlds: Documentaries that give us a      glimpse of 
another culture normally hidden to us. 

•  Dream Trips: Abstract montages of imagery and music    that   invoke 
the spirit of a destination. 

20 films will be shown in each category over the three nights and the 
entire screening will be streamed live over the internet to a worldwide 
audience who will comment and vote on the winners. 

Berlin is at the heart of the alternative arts scene in Europe and the Road 
Junky Film Festival provides a physical form for travellers and filmmakers 
to come together and share their vision of the world. 

In the forthcoming age of citizen journalism, the future of media is us. For 
the people, by the people, of the people. To learn more about the festival 
and submission guidelines visit: 

http://www.roadjunkyfilms.com/ Entries are free and the deadline is April 
10, 2010 

   

ENTER FILM COMPETITIONS 

 

Read about Noa Köfler's success story. Having grown in up the 
magnificent nature of South Tyrol and having travelled to and lived in 
many parts of the world, Noa has, for as long as she can remember had 
a passion for wildlife. The last three years she has been visiting South 
Africa to live this passion. After completing the course, she attended the 
Wild Talk Africa Festival and had the chance encounter of meetingJohan 
Vermeulen a fellow past student of the Academy. Now Noa is living the 
dream, filming together with Johan in the Kalahari desert. 

For me the Wildlife Film Academy offered an inspiring course. Having a 
background in Graphic Design I now have found how to combine my 
creative spirit with my profound passion for wildlife. The course gave me 
an insight into the wildlife filming world and I enjoyed all the aspects of it 
from scriptwriting, camera work, sound recording all the way up to post 
production. 
I had decided to combine my Wildlife Film Academy training with 
attending the Wild Talk Film Festival in Durban straight after. This was a 
great opportunity for meeting people in this business and for some 
serious networking. It put some of the training of the Academy in real 
perspective. 
  

During Wild Talk Africa I met Johan Vermeulen, an ex-Wildlife Film 
Academy student himself. He had just won a Roscar Award for his 
documentary on the life of ground squirrels titled 'A Kalahari Tail'. I stayed 
in touch with him and since the beginning of this year he offered me the 
opportunity to assist him for a couple of months during the filming of his 
new documentary about the African Wild Cat in the Kalahari. 
  

Currently I am working with Johan and I am learning a lot. I'm amazed by 
the beauty of the Kalahari, but at the same time I am also confronted 
with the frustrating sides of filming wildlife, and I have had to learn to 
accept nature's sometimes harsh reality. I had to deal with the fact that 
outsiders often consider it cruel to film the struggle for life. 
But they do not seem to understand that this is a struggle that we have 
no business interfering with. 
I'm enjoying my life in the Kalahari. Waking up each morning and never 
knowing what nature has on today's planning makes life all the more 
exciting. 
  

QUOTE FROM PAST STUDENTS
 

 

 
Brought to Cape Town by NHU AFRICA, the prestigious Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year 2009 is currently being exhibited from now until 
13 March 2010 at the Iziko South African  museum. 
Every year London’s Natural  History Museum and BBC Wildlife 
Magazine begin a global search for the most outstanding creative visions 
of nature which capture the diversity and beauty of the natural 
world. Enter the 2010 competition by visiting www.nhm.ac.uk/wildphoto - 

deadline is 5 March 2010.  
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Learn the art of wildlife filmmaking in South Africa. This intensive one-
month course offers lectures by industry professionals and includes a 
month in a game reserve, with each student producing their own unique 
three-minute film. 
  

 WELCOME TO THE WILDLIFE FILM ACADEMY, NEWSLETTER 17

Since the Wildlife Film Academy has relocated to Entabeni Private Game 
Reserve, which covers 23 000 Ha of bush in the Waterberg Escarpment, 
students have been so impressed with the abundance of wildlife which 
makes their filmmaking that much easier!  
If you are interested in learning how to make your very own wildlife film, 
book now on one of our upcoming courses. Please note that to maximise 
the experience that students gain from attending the course, each course 
is limited to 10 students.  
 
Course dates for 2010 are:  
18 March - 17 April - Fully Booked 
24 April - 24 May  
16 July - 15 August  
14 September - 14 October  
14 October - 13 November   

COURSES RUNNING IN 2010 - BOOK NOW 

The 33rd IWFF (International Wildlife Film Festival), runs from 8 – 15 May 
2010, in Missoula, Montana, US, and has a limited number of volunteer 
positions available.   For information or to apply, please email a short 
resume or bio and cover letter to iwff@wildlifefilms.org 
. 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO WORK AT FILM FESTIVAL 

 

The Bushcamp Company and Mfuwe lodge, in Zambia are looking for an 
intern who is interested in filming and editing in the bush for three 
months, with a possible extension. Flights and full board will be covered 
in return for going out on drives, filming wildlife as well as the camps, and 
then being able to edit little marketing snippets. If you are interested 
please email Andy Hogg, andy@bushcampcompany.com 

 
Every year there is a group of elephants who parade through the lodge to 
eat the fruit of the Wild Mango tree, which is situated close to the 
reception area. The sight of elephants walking through the lodge is 
amazing and a sight you will remember for many years.   We can’t 
guarantee that the elephants will come through the lodge when you are 
there, but there’s always that chance!  
  

LOOKING FOR AN INTERN 

Janet van Eeden is a scriptwriter lecturer, read below her experience of 
the Academy.  
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the exploits of a real white lion.  

Students have come from all over the world to spend a month at the 
camp. They are given lectures by a series of experts in each aspect of 
filmmaking from scriptwriting, to editing, to camera expertise amongst 
others.  
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has trained 220 students in wildlife filmmaking. It has recently relocated 
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Waterberg Escarpment, a three hour drive from Johannesburg (OR 
Tambo) airport, and students get to stay in the bush for a full month!  

The Wildlife Film Academy gives students from around the world the 
opportunity to live their dream by spending time in the African bush to 
learn how to produce their own 3 minute wildlife film.Students are given a 
variety of skills essential to making original wildlife films. The month is 
divided into three parts which includes theory-based lectures, filming in 
the game reserve and finally, post-production and editing.  

The group of students is a motley collection from around Europe and 
South Africa. There’s Marilleke, an astrophysicist, who has been 
backpacking around the world and wants to explore her dream of 
becoming a wildlife filmmaker. Then there is Noa from Italy, whose love of 
wildlife reduces her to tears. Suzanne is a talented Dutch journalist. 
Catherine is a British student so moved by the story of elephant culling 
that she came to Africa to find out more. Rounding out the party are 
South Africans William,Gert and Sithembiso. All are avidly keen to 
become filmmakers.     

My two days are sunrise to sunset lecturing. The women can’t decide on 
a topic but the men are assured of their subject matter early on.  It’s hard 
work all round but the sense of enjoyment is palpable, inspired by the 
proximity of the African bushveld.  

Soon my time is up but not before the students decide to give me an 
impromptu farewell party. Gert and William produce guitars which they 
play with great skill. The rest of us form percussion bands using 
everything at hand. Suzanne is the conductor of the less rhythmic 
members of the choir. I haven’t laughed so much in years. 

In the morning the students wave goodbye fondly as they leave for their 
first bush drive and I begin the trek back to the city. After the course, I 
got to watch their films and I was moved by the beauty of some of the 
films they’ve made. I take heart in the fact that the students have learnt 
skills during their month at the Wildlife Film Academy to prove we are 
more than human. They, like dancers, have created works of beauty.  
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Submissions must: 
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